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	Manifesto: (demonstrate who you are, why you are looking for a seat on the group and what you can offer)

	
I'm Cleo Vaughan, an 18 year old Midwifery student at Cardiff University, Wales. 
I am looking for a seat in the SMF this year as I believe it will be an enlightening opportunity to broaden my knowledge beyond the curriculum, and highlight my passion for the career I am so newly involved in. I will learn to educate myself and others on relevant topics as they come into light, and be exposed to a range of voices not only representing my area, but the whole of the UK- an opportunity exclusive to this forum.
This experience would act as a pillar towards my goal of supporting women through new evidence based practice as I keep learning beyond graduation.
I have special interests in support for women in areas of lower income. Due to coming from an area in Wales with the highest demographic of material deprivation, I want to reflect my future work into imposing all women have the same opportunities for a positive birth experience, I would look to expand this beyond the UK in the future by working and learning abroad one day, alongside a multitude of Midwives/HCPs from various backgrounds.
Student welfare during this unprecedented time is also something I am deeply passionate about, and I am enthused to share and listen to the experiences of other students across the country to work on how we can possibly improve life as a student midwife during COVID19 for the cohort of 2021.
Being a part of this forum will aid me in working towards these goals; I will hear first person accounts and participate in discussions vital to maternity care in the future, as well as add unique experiences only I could offer. 
My strengths mostly lie in working collaboratively, and public speaking. I can adapt to new methods of learning and listen actively in teams. I’m able to organise research and utilise my voice to share on behalf of those who can't do so themselves, running fundraising work for the charity ‘’SiMBA’’ for example, highlights said organisational skills and passion in caring for new parents.
I love advocating for women from all backgrounds, and as a part of the LGBTQ community myself, I also want to encourage inclusive and positive care for all birth parents and their partners.
I dedicated time in the previous years teaching LGBTQ youth, musical theatre. My time spent working with this network of people taught me how to alternate my use of language and find new ways to communicate so I can use my experiences to contribute fresh ideas to the panel. 
As I am just beginning to understand the intricacies of the field and my experience progresses, I will only be able to contribute more; My enthusiasm will show as I put forward ideas into every meeting. 
As midwives of the future, I strongly believe what we do as students is important, and I'm confident being a part of the SMF will be a positive step towards future midwifery practice.
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